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PO Box 7192 

Tathra NSW 2550 

ABN: 34 372 966 314 

 

 

Phone: (02) 64941847 

Director: Jane Courtney 

President: Maureen Mc Clinton 

 

        e-mail: tathra.preschool@internode.net.au 
 

April Newsletter 2017 

 

Our staff 
Jane Courtney: Director/Teacher Admin: Mon/Tue. Teacher: Wed/Thur/Fri 

Cathleen O’Halloran: Teacher Mon/Tue 

Kym Hawthorne: Educator Mon to Fri. (Casual Teacher) 

Annette Turner: Educator Mon/Tue 

Mayumi Murphy: Educator/Support Worker Mon/Tue 

Judy Trim: Educator Wed/Thur/Fri 

Trish Whitford: Educator Wed/Thur/Fri 

Chris Fantham: Administration Officer Wed/Thur 

Quyhh Nguyen: Casual Educator  

 

2017 Management Committee 

President: Maureen McClinton. Vice President: Kellie Umback. Secretary: Angela Mundy. 

Treasurer: Sarah Little. General Members: Tamie Roscoe, Pete Murray, Carmen Shoveller   

Thank you to all who nominated for our 2017 Committee.  

 
Handy hints to remember: 

 Name everything 

 BROAD BRIMMED hat to play is a 

must please  

 2 lunch boxes.  

 Healthy food. 

  Nut Free and Egg Free food 

please as we have children at risk 

of anaphylaxis  

 Minimise throw away packaging  

 1 drink bottle with water only. 

 A few changes of spare clothing.  

  
Website and preschool Logo  

Our new website is up and running. You can check term dates and find information such as:  

Tathra Preschool philosophy and polices; up and coming events; ‘What to bring Checklist’; 

healthy eating ideas, newsletters and more. We would like to thank Zak Sequoia for 

designing the website and using his graphic art skills to pull together our visual ideas to 
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create a website that reflects our preschool. He has created a website that we are proud 

of and we hope you find it useful. Click on the link below to access the website. 
http://tathrapreschool.com.au 
 

Educational Program 
Belonging has been the focus for Term 

One. For some children they are learning 

what it means to belong to a group for 

the first time. For others they are 

adapting to changes in their group 

dynamics and forging new relationships.  

” A sense of belonging is essential if 

children are to be successful learners. 

By fostering belonging we also foster 

wellbeing and learning”. (DEEWR p7). 

This is the first building block of our educational program. Learning experiences are 

provided to support children to develop new relationships and learn to interact positively 

with others while feeling supported in the nest of our nurturing preschool environment. All 

the teaching staff use positive life enhancing language to achieve this outcome. See 

attachment for tips to use at home.  

This term we celebrated Chinese New Year, Harmony Day and the Indian Holi Festival of 

Colour. We have been learning to say hello in English, Japanese, Indian, Vietnamese, Fijian 

and learning AUSLAN sign language. We are also learning Heads and Shoulder in Thaua 

which is the local aboriginal language. There ae currently 9 languages used by families in 

our preschool community which we will use as a springboard to celebrate cultural diversity 

and promote inclusion and respect. 

Projects which emerge from children’s interests 

are an important part of our educational 

program. Projects this tem have included tyres, 

bees, peas and boats.  

Tyres: The 3 day group have been involved in 

recycling an old tyre found in the bush. We 

watched some great You-Tube clips that showed 

us how tyres can be recycled and used as part of 

the mix for road base. We decided this was the 

best solution and so a week after our find we 

delivered the tyre to Ron at the Tathra Garage. 

This grass roots action with a quick turnaround 

from problem to solution is very empowering for 
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young children as they learn how we can minimise our impact on 

our environment and lay the foundation for a more sustainable 

future. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle are key concepts that underpin 

our educational program at Tathra preschool. We use books, 

technology, stories and music to reinforce concepts about caring 

for our environment. 

 
Bees: Jareem and Rojan inspired our learning about bees. Over 

many weeks we have been researching and investigating the 

science of bees and bee keeping. Jareem and Rojan brought in an 

empty hive with all the gear which started our investigation. The 

Bega Bee Club loaned us an observation hive so we could get up 

close and see a bee hive in action. We researched answers to the 

many questions generated by inquisitive children and adults. We 

watched a great You-Tube clip to support our teaching and 

children’s learning.  It has been a wonderful opportunity to;  

 Learn about the importance of bees for pollination;  

 Explore the various types of bee hives;  

 Investigate the life cycle of the bees;  

 Learn some cool new songs and rhymes about bees  

 

Peas: The arrival of our new vegetable garden inspired the sugar 

snap pea project. The children built the trug, filled it with earth. 

They worked together to fill barrows to move the earth to go in 

the garden and created a soil mix for the seeds. We counted and 

planted the seeds that are now growing. Each day we measure the 

plants and wait for the flowers that will produce the peas. In this 

way the natural environment provides hands on projects that 

engages children in science and numeracy while supporting their 

emotional health and wellbeing.  

 
Boats: The Boat imaginative play space has been very popular  as 

you can imagine every child in our preschool has a connection to 

the sea, boats and or fishing. Melissa (Bega TAFE student who also 

happens to be a tug boat driver) and Cathleen tapped into this 

interest and used their boating resources to create this space. 

This experience enables children;   

 To practise eye hand coordination (as they use a 

fishing rod with a magnet on the end to catch a 

fish);  

 To engage in   abstract thinking as they 

participate in imaginative play. ‘Rescue Missions’ 

was a popular theme 
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Rainbow Pie Song 

Rainbow Pie 

Chop the vegies 1, 2, 3 

carrots, beetroot, broccoli. 

Chop the vegies 4, 5, 6 green 

beans, red beans celery stick. 

Good for your tummy, oh so 

yummy. 

Share with your friends, now 

that is the end. 

 
 

 To share ideas and negotiate roles 

important for positive social 

interactions 

 Learn new songs and rhymes about 

boats, fishing and the sea 

 

 

Parent Teacher Meetings  

We hope you have found our new parent 

teacher meetings beneficial. These meeting 

have been important to our teaching as we 

feel we have gained a more in-depth 

knowledge about each child and what is 

important for your family. It has been a 

valuable opportunity to share your child’s 

interests, relationships and learning.  “Learning outcomes are most likely to be achieved 

when early childhood educators work in partnership with families”. (DEEWR, 2009:p12). 

We have budgeted for 2 parent teacher meeting per year as part of our quality  

improvement planning for 2017 based on feedback from families in 2016.  Please call if you 

missed out and would like to make a time. 

  

Documentation and your child  

You will find the Children’s Diary next to the sign in and out book. We encourage you to 

read through the diary, ask questions and make suggestions. It is always great to hear 

about the things that interest your child and family, which can then be incorporated into 

our day.  In the afternoon you will see photos we have taken (downloaded onto a digital 

photo screen) so we can share our day with you .We have a Teaching Journal in the staff 

room where we document children’s learning, interests and needs. The Teaching Journal 

includes photos, written observations, jottings, diagrams and educational outcomes. We 

now have a schedule for parent/teacher meetings to share this information which helps us 

plan for your child. 

 

 

EAT A RAINBOW EVERYDAY 

 

Two lunch boxes is easier for our meal times please If you 

provide a thermal bag make sure you unzip the bag to let the 

cold fridge air in. The Department of Health recommends 

we avoid thermal bags as they keep the cold out. 
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Positive Strategies for 

Managing Children’s Behaviour 

Tuesday 

23rd May 

6.30-7.45 at preschool 
 

Children are often hungry by morning tea 

because they have small stomachs and 

require small amounts of food more 

frequently than adults. Snack foods based 

on fruit and vegetables, unflavoured 

yogurt, dairy and whole grains will best 

meet the nutritional needs of children. 

Great to see so many healthy food options 

in children’s lunch boxes. Healthy food 

options are the best gift you can give your 

children in creating great lifelong healthy 

eating habits. Check out our website for 

lunch box ideas. 

 

Water only in drink bottles please. The Department of Health recommends water daily. 

Fruit juice and cordial are referred to as a sometimes food and not appropriate for daily 

consumption.  

 

Sun safe policy  
You will find sun cream next to the sign in and out book. We program our day so we are out 

of the sun in the hottest part of the day. We are lucky to have we have lots of shade in 

our playground.  Broad brimmed hats only for outdoor play (even in winter).  

 

Behaviour Management workshop 
You are invited to attend our workshop in Term 2 

Parents, Caregivers, Grandparents, interested 

Family and Community members all welcome. 

 

Fees 

Please make sure your term 1 fees are fully paid by the end of this week. It is preschool 

policy that term 1 fees are to be paid prior to commencing in term 2. Chris will contact you 

if you have outstanding fees. If you are having financial difficulties please call Jane or 

Chris. 

  

Reduce, Reuse Recycle 

 Please collect lids from milk bottles, yogurt containers and plastic bottles. Great 

for 3D construction/sculpture 

 Scrap booking supplies are a good resource for children’s art. 

 Greeting cards are good resources for office /post office imaginative play.  A great 

way to re-use old cards  

 We love the sturdy boxes from the shoe shop. Let us know if you can pick them up 

on a regular basis. 

 Material off cuts, buttons and wool are fabulous resources for art. Grandparents 

are often a good resource for these types of supplies. 
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Tathra Preschool Term Dates 2017 

 

Term 1: 27 Jan to Fri 7 April  

  7 April 2017( Friday) Last day 

term 1 

 

Term 2: 24th April to Fri 30 June 

 23rd May  2017 Parent 

Workshop  

 

Term 3: 17 July to Fri 22 Sept 

 

Term 4: 9 Oct to 18 Dec 

 18th December 2017 (Monday): 

End of year Celebration 

and  family Picnic 

 

 

 

 

 We are also keen to get hold of a good 

supply of old telephone handsets, old mobile 

phones, and computer keyboards.  

 No egg cartons this year please  

 

Bits and pieces 

 Flowers and greenery to fill our vases and 

create a beautiful space in our playroom are 

always welcome. 

 Keep an eye out for any preschool bits and 

pieces that come home. Children at this age 

can be such hunters and gatherers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


