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Term 2 2020 June Newsletter  

Contact details: Phone: 6494 1847. Email: info@tathrapreschool.com.au  

 

Wallawani 

We welcome you to Tathra Preschool which rests on 

Djiringanj land. Djiringanj, Thawa and Dhurga are the 

first languages of the of the far south coast.  Wallawani 

is a local Aboriginal word that can be used as a greeting 

and farewell. 

 

Our staff 

Jane Courtney 

Director and Teacher Admin: Mon/Tue. 

Teacher: 3-day group Wed/Thur/Fri 

Kym Hawthorne 

Teacher Mon/Tue: 2-day group.  

Educator: 3-day group  

Annette Turner 

Educator: 2-day group  

Mayumi Murphy 

Educator: 2-day group. 

Trish Whitford 

Educator: 3-day group 

Emily Monck 

Educator: 5 days 

Chris Fantham: Admin Officer Wed/Thur 

 

Handy hints to remember: 

• Name everything 

• BROAD BRIMMED hat or beanie to play  

• Healthy food. Currently no food allergies  

• No soft plastics please.  

• 1 drink bottle with water only. 

• Return your USB for digital portfolios ASAP 

• Fill in the enrolment survey for preschool and 

transition to school.   

 

 

 

Tathra Preschool 2020 Term dates 

Term 2: 27 th April to Friday 3 July 

 

Term3:  20 July to Friday 25 Sept  

• Preschool Photos: TBA  

• Parent Teacher Meetings  
2-day group: Friday 7 th August 
3-day group: Tuesday 11 th 
August 
 

Term 4: 12 Oct to Fri 18 Dec 

• Annual Working B :17th 
October  

• 17 Dec End of Year Picnic   

 

W2W 2021: January 16 and 17 2021 
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Health, safety, and well-being for children, staff and families is a priority for our Preschool. I would like to 

extend a hearty  thankyou to our staff and Management Committee who have been under increased 

pressure, working continuously since the onset of the pandemic to adapt and develop systems, solve 

problems and respond to the needs of children, our staff  

and families. We continue to follow the NSW Department 

of Education and NSW Department of Health advice to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19.  “Overall confirmed case 

numbers in children are low and the available evidence suggests 

that the risk of transmission of the virus is predominantly adult-

adult not child-adult or child-child. Early Childhood Education 

services are generally safe places for both staff and children 

provided health advice is followed and some simple measures are 

taken to minimise close contact between staff and between staff 

and parents to reduce the chances of adult-adult transmission in 

an ECE setting. While strict social distancing is not required (or 

practical) among children or between staff and children in an ECE 

setting, social distancing measures between adults who attend 

the service should be implemented and followed”.  

 

Good hygiene is always important.  During periods of increased risk such as the current pandemic 

additional cleaning of surfaces, thorough and regular handwashing and the use of hand sanitiser have been 

implemented to reduce the spread of the illness at Preschool. We will minimise close contact among staff, 

between staff and parents/carers, and eliminate any unnecessary contact that may arise through 

excursions, interaction between services and community events. 

 

We request  

 Any staff member or parent/carer who is unwell should not attend the Preschool.  Testing is 

recommended to anyone in who exhibits symptoms and any adults attending our Preschool who 

develops even mild symptoms should be tested and isolate until they have their results. The 

Department of health states “Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild illness to pneumonia. Some 

people will recover easily, and others may get very sick very quickly. People with coronavirus may experience 

symptoms such as:  Fever and respiratory symptoms such as; coughing, sore throat and shortness of breath. 

Other symptoms can include runny nose, headache, muscle or joint pains, nausea, diarrhoea, vomiting, loss 

of sense of smell, altered sense of taste, loss of 

appetite and fatigue.  

 All adults and children to apply hand 

sanitiser prior to entry to the Preschool. A 

staff member will open the fridge for you 

to minimise touch zones and sign your child 

in and out each day. Please make sure you 

witness the sign in and out process as this 

is a legal requirement. 

 Minimise time you spend inside the 

Preschool and please observe 1.5 metres 

social distance with other adults. 
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 All actively take preventive measures to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19:  

• Clean your hands for 20 seconds with 

soap and water or an alcohol-based 

hand sanitiser. 

• Sneeze or cough into your elbow or a tissue. 

• Place used tissues straight into a bin 

• Avoiding touching one’s eyes, nose and 

mouth 

• Avoid sharing food or drink.  

 

Staying Healthy at Preschool The wintery weather brings with it an increase in cold and flu like symptoms. 

The National Health and Medical Research Council provides us with guidelines to minimise the spread of 

infection and stop the spread of disease at preschool. If your child has any of the above COVID symptoms 

keep them home and seek medical advice. If you child is unwell keep them home. If they need Panadol 

prior to coming to Preschool keep them home. If they are coughing and or unable to manage a runny nose 

keep them home.  We recommend that you call the Preschool if you are unsure if your child is well enough 

to attend Preschool.  

Educational Program This term we created a social story to provide children with simple facts about 

Coruna Virus and what we can do to prevent the spread of the Virus. We have attached this story which 

was created and adapted in response to questions and discussion initiated by children at Preschool. It is 

normal for children to have questions about events that are in the media and that impact on their daily 

living. However, if children are not asking then best to wait when and if they bring it up.  Teachers and 

Educators play an important role in listening to children and answering their questions as honestly as 

possible. It is important to act sensitively to correct any misunderstandings. This will help children feel 

informed and understand what is happening.  

Reconciliation Week: We aim to embed an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander perspective in all aspects of our educational program. As a 

team we are in the process of developing a Reconciliation Action Plan 

for our Preschool. But what does this mean for children and our 

educational program? For us it means acknowledging the traditional 

owners of the land. Once a week we share our acknowledgment of 

County using sign language.  Ask children to teach it to you.  Children 

learn that Aboriginal people were the first people to live in Australia 

and that Tathra (land of the quoll) was Djiringanj land. We learn the 

language and words from Djiringanj, Thawa, Dhurga. We share and 

enjoy indigenous music and stories. Our social learning program aims to teach children the importance of 

social responsibility. To listen to each other, use kind works and be kind to each other. Develop empathy 

and respect for diversity, care for our environment. All these things become part of the everydayness of 

our educational program rather than a one of activity or single week.  
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Project approach to learning  

There have been many individual and group projects 

over the last term which encourage focused and 

sustained play over a day or over a number of weeks. 

Projects provide children with the opportunity to 

work together, share ideas, to persist, to take their 

time and finish and take pride their work. Projects 

help children to think more deeply about what they 

are learning.   

 

Snow Pea growing Project: Children set up the 

garden bed by improving the soil with mushroom 

compost and worm compost ready to plant seeds. 

Like every good scientist we now observe, measure 

and document our findings. Children use rulers to 

measure and a graph to chart the growth. These tools of measurement provide children with hands on 

maths learning.  

 

Rocket project: In the last few weeks, the 2-day group children worked together to make a Rocketship. The 

rocket is now a resource for imaginative play and inspiration for further research.  YouTube clips of a space 

shuttle launch and life on a spaceship provide valuable extension and learning about this topic. We sent 

this link about the space shuttle launch to families in the 2-day group so that you could watch it at home 

together. It has been lovely to hear your stories as many of you enjoy of exploring this topic at home. 

Partnerships with families allow us to build on the learning taking place at preschool. We will continue to 

investigate this topic and all things outer space…how exciting! 

 

Compost Project: The 3-day group are engaged in a compost project as they learn how the worm farm 

works. We are learning about what worms like to eat and what they do not like to eat. We discovered 

worms will eat avocado seeds, but it takes a long 

long long time. They do not eat metal staples 

found on some tea bags or the plastic labels 

found on fruit bought from the supermarket and 

these items go to landfill. For our first experiment 

we placed paper handtowel in the worm tray. It 

took 6 weeks for the worms to turn the paper into 

compost. Tarni wondered if our worms eat 

clothing like the singlet in the “Worms the 

Mechanics of Organics” book. Now we are off 

onto experiment number 2 to see if the worms 

will eat a cotton baby jumpsuit that came from 

Olli’s house.  Check out our learning story and or 

check out the worm farm to see the progress.  
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Parent Teacher Meetings term 3: We have scheduled in dates for 

term 3 parent/teacher meeting These meetings are a great 

opportunity to share your child’s learning. It is also a good opportunity 

to discuss any questions you may have about school readiness and our 

Transition2School Program.  

Enrolment Survey: Make sure you have filled in the enrolment survey 

which will secure your place at Tathra Preschool in 2021 and help us 

plan our Transiton2School program for children going to school next 

year. If you nominate Tathra Primary School your enrolment details 

will be forwarded to the school and Enrolment Packs will be give out 

at Preschool later in the year.  

 

Fees and Budget: The Preschool will continue to receive JobKeeper 

funding until September. Chris Fantham has done a great job working 

out the budget to ensure we were in a position to take advantage of 

the funding packages to support families, our staff and the viability of 

the Preschool. For this reason, we have been able to offer free 

Preschool for term 2. We will continue to offer free Preschool for 

term 3 while we are in receipt of Job keeper.  

 

Projects 

Tree Climbing Tree Project. Works will commence over the next 

month to remove trees and fire hazards, extend the softfall area and 

plant a male mulberry tree. A big thankyou to Annette who has a 

bare rooted tree she has been pruning and nurturing to promote 

horizontal branches good for climbing.  

 

Compost Education Hub Project: An enormous 

thankyou goes out to David Foster (Isla’s dad and 

Landscape Architect) for developing plans for the site 

at the end of the verandah to engage children in the 

science of composting. We find out in July if our Bega 

Valley Council Waste Grant application was successful. 

David is also helping us to develop plans for the future 

of our playground.  

 

Wharf2Waves: We are looking for a Treasurer and a 

Volunteer Coordinator for our 2021 event January 16 

and 17. Chat to jane if you are interested in helping out 

and remember to pop this date in your diary  

 

Website: You can check term dates and find information such as Tathra Preschool philosophy and polices; 

up and coming events; ‘What to bring Checklist’; healthy eating ideas, newsletters and more. Click on the 

link below to access the website: http://tathrapreschool.com.au 

2020 Management Committee 

 

President: Sally Inkster  

Vice President: Mel Galvin 

Secretary: Steve Totterdell.  

Treasurer: Nicole Collins 

General Members: Matt Alterator, 

Simone Harvey and Nathan Da Silva 

http://tathrapreschool.com.au/

