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Term 3 September 2020 Newsletter  

Contact details: Phone: 6494 1847.  

Email: info@tathrapreschool.com.au  

 

Wallawani 

We welcome you to Tathra Preschool which rests on 

Djiringanj land. Djiringanj, Thaua and Dhurga are the first 

languages of the of the far south coast.  

 

Our staff 

Jane Courtney 

Director and Teacher Admin: Mon/Tue. 

Teacher: 3-day group Wed/Thur/Fri 

Kym Hawthorne 

Teacher Mon/Tue: 2-day group.  

Educator: 3-day group  

Annette Turner 

Educator: 2-day group  

Mayumi Murphy 

Educator: 2-day group. 

Trish Whitford 

Educator: 3-day group 

Emily Monck 

Educator: 5 days 

Chris Fantham: Admin Officer Wed/Thur 

 

Handy hints to remember: 

• Name everything 

• BROAD BRIMMED hat to play  

• Apply Sunscreen prior to arrival  

• Healthy food. Currently no food allergies  

• No soft plastics please.  

• 1 drink bottle with water only.  

• Return your USB for digital portfolios ASAP 

• Collect lids and milk bottle tops: Reduce, 

Reuse, Recycle.  

• Comfortable footwear easy for children to 

take on and off please. 

 
Tathra Preschool 2020 Term dates  

Term3:  20 July to Friday 25 Sept  

• 7th August: Parent /Teacher 
Meetings 2 Day Group 

• 11th August: Parent /Teacher 
meetings 3-day Group  

• 8th September 2-day group 
Preschool Photos 

• 10th Sept: 3-day group 
Preschool Photos 
 

Term 4: 12 Oct to Fri 18 Dec 

• 17th October: Saturday Annual 
Working B. 

• 17 Dec End of Year Picnic  

• Annual Working B :17th 
October  

• 17 Dec End of Year Picnic  

 

W2W 2021: January 16 and 17 2021 
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Educational Program We acknowledge the traditional custodians (using sign language) to start the week for 

each group. We aim to ensure that our words have meaning and inform our educational program and 

practice. This has become a treasured part of our day. Children learn that Aboriginal people were the first 

people to live in Australia and that Tathra (land of the quoll) was Djiringanj land. We learn words from 

Djiringanj, Thaua and Dhurga and children can now sing all of Heads and Shoulders in Thaua.   

 

Learning experiences are planned for children to develop their knowledge of and respect for the natural 

world and an understanding of the interdependence between land, people, plants, and animals. For 

example, children:  

• Actively look after our pet guinea pigs and garden. 

• Have opportunities to create habitats for imaginary play. 

• Learn the science of compost. 

• Participate in growing projects.  

• Research and identify insect and plants and animals in our outdoor classroom. 

• Collaborate to pack away. 
 
 

Project approach to learning  

Projects this term have been inspired by children’s interests and our community. A project approach to 

learning provides children with the opportunity to wonder; research the answers to their questions; predict 

and hypothesise; develop knowledge and reflect on their learning. We have enjoyed using YouTube clips to 

enhance our learning as the camera catches delightful details such as a bird making a nest and feeding their 

young; the blue whale feeding on krill and swimming in the ocean. We think it is amazing that the largest 

animal to ever live on earth eats one of the tiniest creatures. 

 

Snow Pea growing project: Children have charted the growth of our snow peas on a graph over the last 2 

terms. They are using tools of measurement (rulers, tape measure, graphical representation of data) and 

number to make comparisons and observe changes. The graph highlighted to us that the plants are no longer 

growing up but putting their energy in making flowers which will turn into peas. And then it will be time to 

eat the snow peas. Yum!! 

 

We at Tathra would like to say 
thank you to the Djiringanj people 
of the Yuin Nation, 
for letting us share your land. 
We promise to look after it. 
The animals 
The water 
The people too. 
Hello land 
Hello sky 
Hello me 
Hello friends 
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Animal Architects  

Gabriel brought in an amazing magpie nest 

which inspired others to share nests for our 

learning display. These respources allow us 

to look more closely at the nest of the 

Magpie Lark still attached to the branch, 

the Willy Wag Tail and various other little 

nests. These resources inspired us to learn 

more about the intricate, beautiful and 

diverse structures that birds create.  

 

 

Compost Project:  

The 3-day group continue to be engaged in our compost project experiment. How long does it take the 

worms to turn a baby singlet into compost for our garden? We are now up to week 11. Check out our learning 

story and or check out the worm farm to see the progress.  

 

How Big is a blue Wulumbura?  

Wulumbura is the Aboriginal word for whale in Yuin Language (Thaua and Durga dialects). As you know, for 
the last few weeks we have been learning all about Blue Whales. This was instigated by local footage of what 
is believed to be a Blue Whale filmed in the waters off Tathra.  Our Blue Whale Walk and photo in the Bega 
District News replicated the length and width of a Blue Whale….so amazing! It was fun to share this learning 
with families and our community and wonderful to observe families, aunties, grandparents, mums and dads 
and older siblings arriving at Preschool to do the Blue Whale walk in our playground.  
 

Physical challenges  

Balls games, walking on stilts, tree climbing, and obstacle courses have been a feature of our physical 

curriculum this term. Children develop a sense of agency as they help design and set up physical challenges 

eg, horse jumps, ball challenges and games developing eye hand coordination and fundamental movement 

skills.   

 

 
Portrait of the face 

Using mirrors and art materials we invited 

children to observe more closely the features 

and details that make up the face. The art of 

famous abstract artists provided a provocation 

to encourage children to explore the idea that 

there is more than one way to create an image 

of the face. Some amazing images emerged 

from children’s work with clay in which children 

included details of the nostrils and tonsils and 

used clay tools to add hair and make marks. 
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Taking Care of Others 
This has been the focus of our social learning program this term. We have been learning songs, using sign 
language and intentional teaching to support children to interact with care, empathy and respect. Children 
are learning important life skills about what it means to 
be an active and positive member of our preschool 
group and the wider community.Key messages you can 
follow up at home include: 

 Work as a team                             

 Give compliments                                                                                                                   

 Keep hands to self                 

 Include others  

 Make my friends smile                             

 Be kind 

 Take turns 

 Listen  

 Help others   
 

Parent Teacher Meetings  
It was wonderful to catch up with families for the second time via our phone hook-up. If you missed out, you 
are welcome to schedule another time with Jane or Kym. 
 
COVID Safe Preschool  
We would like to thank all our families for supporting our COVID safe minimisation strategies. Keeping 
children at home when unwell is a key strategy to minimise the spread of infectious diseases. If your child is 
unwell, we advise that you seek medical advice as to whether a COVID test is required. The Preschool does 
not require children to have a COVID test as a prerequisite to returning to preschool after being unwell and 
we feel it best you asses the risk in consultation with your medical practitioner. We will continue to consult 
with Department of Health and Department of Education to ensure a high standard of health and hygiene is 
in place to minimise the spread of COVID. You are welcome to flick us an email, call or chat to staff if you any 
questions and or would like more information and resources. 
 
Transtion2SchoolPlanning  

We were unable to run our Transtion2School 

workshop at the Preschool this year a due to 

COVID restrictions, however, we did send email 

or workshop notes to supports your family as 

you jump into the bigger pond of school life.  

 

In term 4 each child attending school in 2021 will 

receive a written Transtion2School Statement 

which will be emailed to each family and go on 

you’re the USB digital portfolio. This one-page 

statement documents your child’s interests, 

needs and learning goals. It is designed to be 

shared with the school to support a smooth 

transition for your child from Preschool to 

school. We promote the idea that we are 

surrounded by many good schools and some of 
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us will be going to Tathra Primary School, some to Tanja Primary, some to St Pats, some to Mumbulla and 

some to SCAC. Local schools are working on creative solutions to provide a COVID Safe Transition2School 

program for children attending school in 2021.  The Preschool has sent across contact details for all those 

who have nominated Tathra Primary School as a preference for 2021 and you will receive an email by the 

end of the term inviting you to engage with the enrolment process. If you have any questions the schools 

are you best source of information.  

 

EAT A RAINBOW EVERYDAY  
Plastic Free Please: Reduce, Reuse Recycle is an important part of our day .Great to see so many healthy 

lunch boxes with fresh fruit and veggies. Please avoid sometimes food such as sugary snacks, cakes, chocoltes 

and package food so you can support our Healthy Eating Program  

 

Fees and Budget 

The Preschool will continue to receive JobKeeper funding until December. We will continue to offer free 

Preschool for term 4 while we are in receipt of Job keeper.  

 

Annual Working B 
Our ONE and ONLY annual working B will be held on Saturday 17th 
October 9-12. We would like to take down the 2 tall tree stumps (left 
by Electricity trimmers) out the front of Preschool so let us know if you 
have a chainsaw and feel confident to take these trees down. They will 
make great firewood. There are jobs for all skill levels such as oiling 
balance beams, waxing furniture, clearing drains, sweeping, weeding, 
and mulching gardens. Many hands make light work and it is a nice 
opportunity to contribute to this beautiful place that is our community 
Preschool. 
 

Sunscreen  

Loose long sleeves and pants are the best sun and mozzie 
protection. Pre COVID we would have sunscreen available 
for you to use on arrival, however, there are too many 
challenges involved in hand sanitising and minimising touch 
zones so we request that you apply sunscreen to your child 
prior to arrival at Preschool. We will help children to apply 
sunscreen in the middle of the day, so they are covered 
after 2 pm when the UV is 3 and above. We have a list of 
children with sunscreen sensitivities who have their own 
sunscreen. Let us know if you would like to update your 
child’ details regarding application of sunscreen. 
 
Photos  

Kit Goldsworthy has taken our Preschool Group Photos He 
takes a traditional group photo and a funny face photo 
(children and staff all pull a funny face). These will be 
available for purchase of $15 each. Chris has emailed order 
forms.  
 

 

 

2020 Management Committee 

 

President: Sally Inkster  

Vice President: Mel Galvin 

Secretary: Steve Totterdell.  

Treasurer: Nicole Collins 

General Members: Matt Alterator, 

Simone Harvey and Nathan Da Silva 
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Vision Screening  

Community Health Bega completed Vision Screening at the 
Preschool. The screening is presented as a fun matching game, 
children get to wear an eye patch just like a pirate and were 
accompanied by a staff member, so they felt relaxed and 
comfortable. Community Health will send you the results and advice 
regarding necessary follow ups. 
 

Quality Improvement Planning Projects 

Tree Climbing Succession   

The male Mulberry tree has been planted with the aim that it will 

become our future climbing tree.  

 

Craft Storage Shelving 

Yay this will go in during the next school holidays. Everyone loves 

good storage 

 

Compost Education Hub  

This project is funded via Bega valley Council Waste grant. The aim 

is to develop our existing resources to engage children more fully in 

the science of composting An enormous thankyou goes out to 

David Foster (Isla’s dad and Landscape Architect) for developing 

plans for this project. The Compost Hub will be situated at the end of the vernadah and wrap around in front 

of the blind to include a veggie garden and seating. Proscape is booked to complete these landscaping works 

in December/January holidays.  

 

New carpet and vinyl for our playroom 

An enormous thankyou to Sally Inkster. New carpet and 

vinyl will be installed in for the December/January school 

holiday. This project will be funded under the Department of 

Education’s Quality Early Learning Capital Grants Program.  

 

Wharf2Waves:  

An enormous thankyou goes out to Lara Poupard and 

Rachel Paterson who are our new Wharf2Waves Volunteer 

Coordinators. The W2W Committee is currently assessing the 

viability of running a scaled back event in January placing 

health and safety at the centre of our decision making.  

 
 
 

Website 
You can check term dates and find information such as Tathra Preschool philosophy and polices, up and 
coming events, ‘What to bring Checklist’, healthy eating ideas, newsletters and more. Click on the link below 
to access the website: http://tathrapreschool.com.au  

http://tathrapreschool.com.au/

