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Term 1 Newsletter: 2022 
 
Contact details: Phone: 6494 1847.  
Email: info@tathrapreschool.com.au  

 
Wallawaani and Geebung: Djiringanj, Thaua and 
Dhurga are Aboriginal languages of the Far South 
Coast. Wallawani and Geebung are words of greeting. 
Tathra is the place of the quoll (wild cat).   

 
Tathra Preschool acknowledges the Traditional 

Custodians of the land on which we work, live and play 

and recognises that this land which provides a home 

for our preschool is, was and always will be Djiringanj 

Country. We pay respects to Djiringanj Elders, families 

and descendants, past, present and emerging and we 

recognise their continuing connection to land, 

water and community. We extend this 

acknowledgement and respect to all Aboriginals and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples.  

 

Our staff  
Jane Courtney 
Director and Teacher Admin: Mon/Tue. 
Teacher: 3-day group Wed/Thur 
Kym Hawthorne 
Teacher Mon/Tue: 2-day group and Friday.   
Educator: Wed and Thur 
Annette Turner  
Educator: 2-day group  
Mayumi Murphy 
Educator: 2-day group.  
Emily Monck 
Inclusion Support Educator: 2-day group 
Educator: 3-day group 
Michelle Bye  
Inclusion Support Educator: 3-day group 
Sophie Rose  
Inclusion Support Educator:  Friday  
Chris Fantham 
Administration Officer Wed/Thur 

 

2022 TERM DATES 

Term 1: 28th Jan-8th April  

27th Jan: Staff set up day 

28th Jan: PD Day 

31st Jan: First day for 2-day group 

2nd Feb: First Day for 3-day group 

16th Feb: Hearing Australia  

8th March Preschool AGM: 5.30-6.30.  

22nd March: 3-day group Parent/Teacher Meeting 

25th March: 2-day group Parent/Teacher Meetings   

29th March 5.15pm: New Committee Meeting 

1st April: Family Picnic: 29th April  

 

Term 2: 26th April-1st July 

25th April: Public holiday 

29th April: Family Picnic: To be confirmed  

Parent Workshop TBA 

 

Term 3: 18 th July-23 September 

12th September: Photos 

 

Term 4: 10th Oct- 20th Oct 

15th October: Working B 

19th December last day for children  

19th December: Picnic celebration 

20th December: Staff Clean Up day  
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Handy hints to remember 

✓ Name everything 

✓ Spare clothes.  

✓ BROAD BRIMMED hat to play  

✓ 2 LUNCH BOXES  

✓ Healthy food. 

✓ Tathra Preschool aims to minimise single us plastic 

✓ 1 drink bottle with water only. 

✓ Keep children at home if they have a cold, cough or flu 

like symptoms.    

 

COVID Safe Preschool  

We will continue to keep you up to date regarding our Covid-19 safety 

plan and risk minimisation measures.  

 

Educational Program 

Belonging has been the focus for Term 1. For some children they are 

learning what it means to belong to a group for the first time. For 

others they are adapting to changes in their group dynamics and 

forging new relationships.  “A sense of belonging is essential if children 

are to be successful learners. By fostering belonging we also foster 

wellbeing and learning”. (DEEWR p7). This is the foundation of our 

educational program. We give priority to relationship building to help 

children learn about their responsibilities to others, to appreciate their 

connectedness as learners and develop collaboration and teamwork.  

We use visual images and intentional teaching to help children become 

familiar with the rhythm of our day. Learning experiences are provided 

to support children to develop new relationships and learn to interact 

positively with others while feeling supported in our nurturing 

preschool environment.  

 

Outdoor Classroom: Our garden has been a hive of activity providing 

many opportunities to learn about our natural environment. We have 

been observing and identifying caterpillars, orchid moths, butterflies, 

the Golden Orb spider and leaf curl spiders. Eyes for looking and safety 

first is all part of the learning. There have been many opportunities to 

compare, measure, count and document our findings. Our garden 

challenged us as we observed a large Golden Orb spider and medium 

sized spider with lots of little ones around the edge of the web. Many 

assumed mum, dad and baby spiderlings. On researching the Golden 

Orb Spider, we discovered the large spider was female, the medium 

spider was female and the little spiders were males. What a great 

opportunity to explore diversity and gender bias.  

 

Family Picnic and show 

Celebrate with some fun and funky 
entertainment.  
When: Hoping Friday 29th April. TBA 
What to Bring: Picnic mat 
BYO: Picnic food and drinks for your 
family. (Alcohol free please)  
Time: Arrive at 5pm for a picnic and 
then show 5.30-6 
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Compost: Tuesday and Thursday are compost day. Children 

learn that food waste +paper towel waste+ guinea pig 

bedding waste goes in the compost bin. We take turns to roll 

the compost bin as we sing “the barrel on the compost bin 

goes round and round making for our garden” or “this is the 

way we roll the compost”.  Like all good scientists’ children 

can observe the changes, actively create the compost and 

then engage in the real work of transporting barrow loads of 

compost into the garden. Hands on projects like this are an 

important part of our program and provide opportunities for 

children to develop a sense of agency and responsibility for 

their preschool   

 

Acknowledgment: Children participate in an 

acknowledgement on a Monday and Wednesday using sign 

language to welcome in the week. Our acknowledgment was 

developed in consultation with the Bega Aboriginal Education 

Consultative Group and Djiringanj Elders.    

 

Sharing our Program  

You will find the Children’s Diary on the vernadah.  We 

encourage you to read through the diary, ask questions and 

make suggestions. It is always great to hear about the things 

that interest your child and family, which can be 

incorporated into our day.  

 

Parent Teacher Meetings  

It was wonderful to catch up with parents during our Term 1 

Parent/Teacher Meetings.  We appreciate the opportunity 

to gain a more in-depth knowledge about each child and 

find out what is important for your family and to share your 

child’s educational goals, interests, preschool relationships 

and learning. “Learning outcomes are most likely to be 

achieved when early childhood educators work in 

partnership with families” (DEEWR, 2009: p12). Jane and 

Kym have developed and/or updated learning goals for 

each child using feedback from these meetings.   

 

Parenting resources 

You are welcome to borrow from our parent library.  

Check out the bookshelf in the ‘hook room’.  We are happy 

to help you borrow a book that suits your needs.  In Term 

2, Jane and Kym will run a Parenting Workshop.  The 

workshop will cover some of our favourite behaviour 

 
Acknowledgment of Country  

 
We at Tathra Preschool 
Would like to say thankyou 
To the Djiringanj people 
For letting us share your country. 
We promise to look after it, 
The animals, the water and the people too.  
Hello land 
Hello sky 
Hello me 
Hello friends 
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management strategies using the work of Dr Daniel 

Siegal and Dr Tina Bryson. Cultivating a “Yes Brain” is a 

key tool, when we hear “No” our brain tells us to “fight” 

or “take flight”. You can help your child develop the 

ability to cope, solve their own problems and thrive by 

nurturing their ‘Yes Brain’.  The following examples 

highlight this approach and  the potential to minimise 

conflict. 

• Your child demands a biscuit at brekkie time. 

Rather than saying “No”, we can say; “Yes. You 

can have a biscuit at morning tea, let’s put it in 

container ready for later”. 

• A child wants to watch TV at an unsuitable time says. We can 

say “Yes after xxxxx we will put the TV on.   

• At the shop a child says, “I want that toy”.  We can say “Great 

idea let’s put it on our Christmas/birthday list”.  

 

EAT A RAINBOW EVERYDAY  

We appreciate your support in our goal to reduce the use of soft 

plastics in our environment by avoiding packaged foods.  

 

Preschool Budget and Hours 

The Government currently funds 15 hours of preschool per week per child. For children enrolled in the 

Wednesday/Thursday/Friday group there are fees to cover the hours above 15 hours per week that 

children are enrolled. For children enrolled in the Monday /Tuesday group access to extended hours with 

zero fees is available. Please feel free to contact the preschool if you have any questions or would like 

clarification  

 

2022 Management Committee 

We welcome our new 2022 committee:  

President: Lauren Catanchin 

Vice President: Angela van Gangelen 

Secretary: Sophie Revington 

Treasurer: Nicole Collins 

General Members: Kate Fergusson, Sally Inkster and Sarah 

Marshman  

 

2022 Quality Improvement projects  

Feedback from our 2021 Annual feedback survey was used to plan for quality improvements. 

• Improved system to develop learning goals for each child to share with families and staff is progress 

and working well   

• Tathra Preschool Reconciliation Action Plan has been sent to Reconciliation Australia for approval 

and feedback. We are also hoping to complete a weaving project with Deirdre Martin over Term 2. 
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The Uluru Statement of the Heart, Languages Matter poster, AECG membership certificate and 

AIATSIS map of Indigenous Australia are now proudly displayed in our foyer and hook room.  

• Preschool sign improvements made to increase visibility and include Djiringanj Country    

• We are working through the 10 Child Safe Standards recommended by the Royal Commission.  

• Bathroom extension and upgrade in progress. We are in the process of getting plans drawn up for a 

DA 

• Carpark Upgrade: Quotes in progress 

• Policy Update in progress 

• Business Plan update in progress. Let us know if you have skills in this area and as we would love 

help to work on this project for our community preschool.   

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle home to Preschool   

• We like to deconstruct old technology to investigate their inner workings. Please 

collect old desktop computers, old stereos, computer keyboards and old technology. If 

it can be taken apart with a Phillips head screwdriver, then we can reuse it   

• Scrap booking supplies are a good resource for children’s art. Milk bottle lids and 

yogurt containers are also good.  

• Greeting cards are good resources for office /post office imaginative play.  A great way 

to re-use old cards 

 

Bits and pieces 

• WE welcome flowers and greenery to fill our vases and create a beautiful space in our 

playroom. 

• Keep an eye out for any preschool bits and pieces that come home. Preschool age 

children enjoy hunting and collecting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website You can check term dates and find information such as Tathra Preschool philosophy and polices; 

up and coming events; ‘What to bring Checklist’; healthy eating ideas, newsletters and more. Click on the 

link below to access the website: http://tathrapreschool.com.au 

http://tathrapreschool.com.au/

